Kennedy Family Gathers 
To Mourn Slain Leader 


HYANNIS. PORT, Mass. 
(UPI)— A hazy autumn moon 
hung low over a rambling dark- 
ened house in this Cape Cod re- 
sort community Friday night. 

The silent, peaceful scene hid 


eluding the President’s summer 
home nearer the barrier, ap- 
peared to be in darkness. The 
only movement in the shadowy 
scene was that of guards stand- 
ing watch in the glare of flood- 
lights in front of the President’s 
house. 

Earlier Friday, preparations 
had been underway for a fes- 
tive Thanksgiving celebration 
which the President and most 
of his brothers and sisters had 
planned to attend. 

The celebration was an 
annual affair, an autumn high- 
light for the close-knit Kennedy 
clan. But Friday night the 
shadows hid no exciting expec- 
tation — only gloom. 

Sen. Kennedy and Mrs. Shriv- 
er flew to nearby Barnstable 
Airport aboard an Air Force 
jet and immediately went into 
seclusion with their parents 
with scarcely a 'word to news- 
men. 

The President’s parents were 
advised of their famous son’s 
death by officials at Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas after a work- 
man at the compound heard 
news of the shooting on the 
radio, a source close to the 
family said. 

Parents Told 

The elder Kennedy, 75-year- 


great sorrow. The house was 
owned by President Kennedy, 
slain Friday by a sniper’s bul- 
let. 

In another house nearby, the 
parents of the fallen President 
were consoled by two of their 
other children. Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy, D-Mass., and Eunice 
Shriver, wife of Peace Corps di- 
rector Sargent Shriver, hurried 
here from Washington after 
learning of the President’s as- 
sasination. 

There were few other wit- 
nesses to the grief of the Presi- 
dent’s parents, former Ambas- 
sador and Mrs. Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy. 

Their house was not visible 
from a police barricade that 
shunted all traffic away from 
the Kennedy compound. 

Guards Stand Watch 

The rest of the compound, in- 


old former _ ambassador to 
Great Britain, was napping 
when he was told that his son 
had been shot down. The once 
robust diplomat has been an in- 
valid since suffering a stroke in 
December 1960. 

His wife Rose, 72, had played 
golf at the Hyannis Country 
Club earlier Friday but was 
home when word came of the 
tragedy. 

Miss Ann Gargin, 32, a niece 
of Ambassador and Mrs. Ken- 
nedy and her uncle’s constant 
companion since his stroke, 
canceled a scheduled trip to 
Detroit and remained at his 
side. 

Richard Cardinal Cushing of! 
Boston, a lifelong friend of the 
family, announced plans to 
come here Saturday to console 
the President’s parents. 

Sen. Kennedy and Mrs. Shriv- 
er were tight-lipped and un- 
smiling as they alighted from 
their plane and walked to a 
waiting car. 

Mrs. Shriver, wearing a black 
dress, walked slightly ahead of 
her younger brother, who was 
dressed in a conservative blue 
suit and carried an attache 
case. 

A newsman asked them if 
they wished to comment on the 
President’s death. Kennedy 
shook his head and said, “No.” 
Then they entered the car, Ken- 
nedy in front with the driver, 
and left for the compound a 
mile and a half away. A state 
police cruiser escorted the 
black sedan. 



